[Mammographic screening in the municipality of Copenhagen 1991-1997. Evaluation of the preoperative assessment].
A biennial mammography screening programme started for all women aged 50-69 in the municipality of Copenhagen, Denmark, in April 1991. The aim of the present study was to evaluate the quality of the preoperative diagnostic assessment for women recalled for further examination. Quality indicators were: validity of the fine-needle aspiration cytology, rate of malignant to benign surgery, and frequency of one-step surgery for malignant lesions. Database registries during the first three screening rounds from April 1991 to March 1997 were studied retrospectively, for fine-needle aspiration cytology tests where surgical biopsy was also performed. In the period 1991-1997, 4,111 women were recalled for clinical mammography and subsequently 1,086 women underwent surgery. The use of the triple test in the preoperative assessment increased from 50% in the first screening round to 72% in the third. Throughout the period of evaluation, the number of inadequate fine-needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) was reduced from 32% to 6%. Inadequate FNAC from malignant lesions declined from 27% to 6%. The sensitivity of FNAC increased from 67% to 90% and the accuracy from 60% to 81%. The malignant/benign ratio of surgery rose from 1.4 in the first screening round to 2.8 in the third. One-step surgery as definitive treatment was performed in 67% of malignant instances. The preoperative diagnostic assessment improved during the evaluation period. The triple test was used more often over time, the validity of FNAC and the malignant/benign ratio of surgery increased.